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Supporting Your Child: Post-16 College Qualifications & Pathways
This summary provides an overview of post-16 education options, qualifications,
and how best to support your child in making informed decisions after Year 11.

Post-16 Education Options

Students must remain in education or training until age 18. Options include:
e Sixth Form

¢ College

» Apprenticeship or Pre-training

Post-16 students are entitled to up to 3 years of fully funded education after leaving
school. This can be:

A 2-year Level 3 course (e.g. A Levels, BTEC Level 3, or T-Levels),

or

A 1-year Level 2 course followed by a Level 3 course.

Qualification Types
The main qualifications available are:

A’Levels

¢ Academic, exam-based

¢ 2-year course with 3-4 subjects

 Entry: Usually 6 GCSEs (grades 4-6), including 2 grade 6s

¢ Grade 4+ in English and Maths required (higher to study Psychology and Economics)

BTEC Vocational
¢ Practical, coursework-based
¢ BTEC Extended Diploma is equivalent to 3 A’levels
e BTEC Diploma is equivalent to 2 A’levels

- Level 3 -2 years (5 GCSEs grade 4 and above)
- Level 2: 1 year (4 GCSEs grade 3)
- Level 1: 1 year (GCSEs grade 1-2)

T-Levels (College Only) www.tlevels.gov.uk/students

* Equivalent to 3 A Levels
* 80% classroom, 20% work placement
* Focused on one subject area

Apprenticeships
» Mix of work and training (4 days' work, 1 day training)
¢ Paid apprenticeship wage

Entry: Usually GCSEs grade 4+ in Maths and English
* Pre-apprenticeship and traineeship options available



http://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students
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General Websites for Apprenticeships:

Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK

Apprenticeships | Learn About Apprenticeships And Find The Right One For You

apprenticeships | Explore Careers UK

Amazing Apprenticeships | Explore Vocational Education & Apprenticeship Opportunities

Opportunity Finder | Youth Employment UK

Bulletin - Apprenticeships

Other Useful Websites for Careers Information

Prospects | Job & Course Search | Career & University Advice

Careers advice - job profiles, information and resources | National Careers Service

Construction is a career like no other

GMACS | Inspire, Explore, Apply | The Greater Manchester Apprenticeship & Careers Service

Beeline | GMACS

Youth Offer | Help & Support Manchester

Homepage - Our Pass

Research sixth forms and colleges:

www.trinityhigh.com

www.themanchestercollege.ac.uk

www.trafford.ac.uk

www.loreto.ac.uk

www.xaverian.ac.uk

www.connell.ac.uk

www.asfc.ac.uk

www.tameside.ac.uk

www.stockport.ac.uk



https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
https://explorecareers.co.uk/?s=apprenticeships
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/opportunity-finder-database/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKMANCHESTER/bulletins/38d8535
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://www.goconstruct.org/
https://gmacs.co.uk/
https://gmacs.co.uk/beeline/
https://hsm.manchester.gov.uk/kb5/manchester/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=1-9
https://ourpass.co.uk/
http://www.trinityhigh.com/
http://www.themanchestercollege.ac.uk/
http://www.trafford.ac.uk/
http://www.loreto.ac.uk/
http://www.xaverian.ac.uk/
http://www.connell.ac.uk/
http://www.asfc.ac.uk/
http://www.tameside.ac.uk/
http://www.stockport.ac.uk/
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www.pwsfc.org.uk

www.aquinas.ac.uk

www.salfordcc.ac.uk

www.holycross.ac.uk

www.utcmediacityuk.org.uk

www.hopwood.ac.uk

Access Creative College | The UK's Industry-led creative college

Supporting Your Child

Help your child to:

Explore careers using websites

Research college courses and attend open events

Apply to a variety of sixth forms and colleges with different entry requirements
Prepare a personal statement(https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-
qualifications/post-16-options/how-write-personal-statement-further-education)
Have a backup plan

Encourage creative and physical activities outside of school

Develop portfolio building and real-world experience

Careers Advice, Information and Guidance
In school, every Y11 student will be offered a careers meeting with a qualified careers
adviser. Please contact Mrs. Hughes in school to request an early appointment.

School Careers Adviser

- , -
w My name is Kathy Taylor, and | am the school’s career adviser. | have
ir over 25 years’ experience in teaching/training, test development, and
careers guidance in the UK and overseas. | now work for Careers

Connect in Manchester. We provide independent, impartial careers

& f information, advice, and guidance. Our aim is to support young people
i ‘ to recognise their strengths, skills, and values, make informed
. decisions about post-16 options taking into consideration a fast-paced
ever-evolving workplace.

E: Kathryn.taylor@careerconnect.org.uk
M: 07423661288
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