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English 

.  

Subject leader: Mr A Conroy 

Intent: 

 “Mastery of language affords remarkable power.” Frantz Fanon 

“Language is power, life and the instrument of culture, the instrument of domination and liberation.” Angela Carter. 

 

6 inter-related guiding principles that guide our curriculum intent in English: 

 

o Access to a wealth of literature texts 
o Develop stamina, craft and fluency as writers 
o Control the spoken word 
o Understand intertextuality 
o Focus on developing identity 
o Embrace other cultures and perspectives 

 

We live in an ever-changing world. Using language to articulate strong, impactful communication is a key skill for our students.  The successful 
acquisition of language affords the ability for young people to become successful adults. At Cedar Mount Academy, we aspire that all of our 
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students become users of powerful language.  We provide this through exposure to a wide range of language in context, from literature to 
non-fiction across a wide range of both familiar and new contexts.  This curriculum will then allow them to interact with the world outside of 
Gorton, and flourish in their future lives as successful speakers of English. 

Our school context allows us to build on a wealth of native languages and experiences.  We use cultural awareness within our curriculum to 
develop confidence and articulacy in the use of English. Our curriculum is consciously designed to embrace other cultures, viewpoints and 
perspectives and use them as the basis to appreciate the world beyond our own everyday lives. In English lessons, we celebrate our students’ 
local, national and international identity through the texts that we study, the writing that we craft and the speech that we cultivate. 

By the end of Year 9, we want our students to have  

• studied a wealth of literature texts that provide depth and understanding of the breadth of the human condition. 

• studied a range of non-fiction texts with different purposes, audiences, viewpoints and contexts 

• developed stamina and fluency as a writer, and have an understanding how to craft texts deliberately.  

• control of the spoken word. An ability to communicate and express ideas and opinions with fluency and confidence. 

• developed an understanding of the context of a text, and an understanding of intertextuality. 

The Cedar Mount English curriculum builds on students’ work at key stage 2.  It develops language through key themes that form a curriculum 
pathway through Key Stage 3 and then onto Key Stage 4.  Students develop their understanding from the first unit of Myths and Legends in 
Year 7, into Shakespeare and texts from other cultures. In Year 8, students build an understanding of the literary canon, the history and 
development of language and how to critique non-fiction texts for understanding. They learn the origins of the English language, and an 
understanding of accent, dialect, formality and context.  Year 9 develops intertextuality and depth with Shakespeare, in-depth novel work and 
the specific development of both close text analysis, poetry and a range of writing.  

In Key Stage 4, all students study both English Language and English Literature at GCSE. 

 

What enrichment opportunities are available and how do these support learning?  
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Pupils in KS3 have a regular reading lesson in our school’s LRC once a fortnight, giving them the opportunity to read independently for pleasure 

and explore a fabulous range of classic and current trailblazing fiction and up-to-date non-fiction.    

Where can I visit to help with my learning?  

• Oak National Academy continue to offer worthwhile lessons on a range of complementary topics.  

•SenecaLearning.com  

• BBC Bitesize 

Careers lined to studying English:  

• Content creator 

• Copy editor 

• Copywriter 

• Editor 

• Editorial assistant 

• English as a foreign language teacher 

• Journalist 

• Marketing executive 

• Proofreader 

• Publishing assistant 

• Researcher 

• Scriptwriter 
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• SEO executive 

• Social media executive 

• Teacher, tutor or lecturer 

• Web content manager 

• Writer 
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Autumn 

 



 

the best for everyone, the best from everyone. 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 4 – 

YEARS 10 AND 11 

From 2025/26 

academic year – with 

effect from the new 

Year 10 cohort – 

English Language and 

English Literature will 

be taught separately, 

by two different 

teachers.  This 

provides enhanced 

regularity for each 

distinct subject, and 

ensures students 

remain focused on 

each course 

throughout the two year course. 
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GCSE English Language – Subject Content 

Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as real and relevant 
contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage 
genuine enquiry into different topics and themes.  

Students will need to be able to: 

• read fluently and write effectively 
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• demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences 

• deploy figurative language and analyse texts.  

For GCSE English Language students should:  

• read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including 
literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews and journalism  
• read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts  
• summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts  
• use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing  
• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately • use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell 
accurately  
• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  
• listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively.  
 

 

 

English Language – Overall Scope of study  

This GCSE specification in English Language will require students to study the following content:  

Critical reading and comprehension  



 

the best for everyone, the best from everyone. 

• critical reading and comprehension: identifying and interpreting themes, ideas and information in a range of 
literature and other high-quality writing; reading in different ways for different purposes, and comparing and 
evaluating the usefulness, relevance and presentation of content for these purposes; drawing inferences and justifying 
these with evidence; supporting a point of view by referring to evidence within the text; identifying bias and misuse of 
evidence, including distinguishing between statements that are supported by evidence and those that are not; 
reflecting critically and evaluatively on text, using the context of the text and drawing on knowledge and skills gained 
from wider reading; recognising the possibility of different responses to a text  
• summary and synthesis: identifying the main theme or themes; summarising ideas and information from a single 
text; synthesising from more than one text 

• evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, grammatical and structural features: explaining and illustrating 
how vocabulary and grammar contribute to effectiveness and impact, using linguistic and literary terminology 
accurately to do so and paying attention to detail; analysing and evaluating how form and structure contribute to the 
effectiveness and impact of a text  

• comparing texts: comparing two or more texts critically with respect to the above 

Writing  

• producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively for different purposes and audiences: to describe, narrate, 
explain, instruct, give and respond to information, and argue; selecting vocabulary, grammar, form, and structural and 
organisational features judiciously to reflect audience, purpose and context; using language imaginatively and 
creatively; using information provided by others to write in different forms; maintaining a consistent point of view; 
maintaining coherence and consistency across a text  
• writing for impact: selecting, organising and emphasising facts, ideas and key points; citing evidence and quotation 
effectively and pertinently to support views; creating emotional impact; using language creatively, imaginatively and 
persuasively, including rhetorical devices (such as rhetorical questions, antithesis, parenthesis) 

Spoken language  
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• presenting information and ideas: selecting and organising information and ideas effectively and persuasively for 
prepared spoken presentations; planning effectively for different purposes and audiences; making presentations and 
speeches  
• responding to spoken language: listening to and responding appropriately to any questions and feedback  
• spoken Standard English: expressing ideas using Standard English whenever and wherever appropriate. 

 

GCSE English Literature – Subject Content 

Students will study five key topics in depth: 

• A full play by Shakespeare – “Romeo and Juliet” 

• A 19th century novel – “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens 

• A modern text – “An Inspector Calls” by JB Priestley 

• A cluster of 15 poems from the AQA Poetry Anthology entitled “Power and Conflict” 

• Unseen poetry – the ability to read a poem that they have not previously read, critically analyse it and compare it to 
a second poem. 

In the GCSE English Literature examinations, students will write literature essays on each of the five themes covered 
above. 

English Literature – Overall Scope of study  

This GCSE specification in English Literature will require students to study the following content:  

Critical reading and comprehension  

In studying the set texts students should have the opportunity to develop the following skills.  
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• Reading comprehension and reading critically  
• literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings; distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining 
motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or events  
• critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a point of view by referring to 
evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and evaluating different responses to a text; using understanding of 
writers’ social, historical and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal response that derives 
from analysis and evaluation of the text  
• evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: analysing and evaluating how 
language, structure, form and presentation contribute to quality and impact; using linguistic and literary terminology 
for such evaluation  
• comparing texts:comparing and contrasting texts studied, referring where relevant to theme, characterisation, 
context (where known), style and literary quality; comparing two texts critically with respect to the above  

Writing  

• producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively about literature for a range of purposes such as: to describe, 
explain, summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; discussing and maintaining a point of view; selecting and emphasising 
key points; using relevant quotation and using detailed textual references  
• accurate Standard English: accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 


