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Geography 

Subject Leader:  Jodie Desideri 

Intent: 

“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the 

diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together.”   

Barack Obama 

The geography curriculum at CMA is designed to help students become knowledgeable, informed, and engaged members of their communities and the 

world. Through a knowledge-rich curriculum that also features critical thinking, prioritises effective communication and data analysis, students will gain a 

deep understanding of the complex geographical and global issues that shape our world. They will be equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to 

make sense of, change, and improve the world as informed global citizens.  

The curriculum emphasises the exploration of important geographical concepts, including globalisation, development, migration, climate change, physical 

processes, and sustainability. By exploring these concepts, students will be encouraged to form their own opinions and understand their role as agents of 

change in their communities and the world.  

Inclusivity is central to the geography curriculum. By exploring the diverse cultural, historical, and economic perspectives of people and communities 

around the world, students will learn to recognise, celebrate, and value the unique identities of all individuals. This inclusive approach to learning will help 

students develop a deep understanding of their own identities and the identities of others, fostering empathy, respect, and compassion.  

What enrichment opportunities are available and how do these support learning?  

• Fieldwork within the local area – supporting the development of geographical skills learned in the classroom  

What resources can my child access for support?  

www.bbcbitesize.com www.teachitgeography.co.uk/ks3  

www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.htm  

 

http://www.teachitgeography.co.uk/ks3
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3/index.htm
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Geography  Careers: Studying geography can lead to a range of exciting careers including: 

• Cartographer  
• Environmental consultant  
• GIS officer  
• International aid/ development worker  
• Landscape architect  
• Market researcher  
• Meteorologist 
• Political risk analyst  
• Social researcher  
• Surveyor  
• Sustainability consultant   
• Tourism officer  
• Transport planner  
• Town planner  

 

Year 7 Curriculum Plan 

Term Topic Content 

Autumn 1 What is geography? • Continents  

• Oceans  

• Latitude  

• Longitude  
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• Countries of the UK  

• Grid references  

• Scale  

• Measuring distance  

Autumn 2 Population and Urbanisation • Population  

• Urbanisation  

• Burgess Model  

• Push and Pull Factors  

• Megacities  

• Case Study: Mumbai, India  

Spring 1 Weather and Climate • Weather  

• Climate  

• High and low pressure  

• Rain  

• Tropical storm  

• Climate graphs  

• Climate change   

Spring 2 Coastal Environments • Erosion  
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• Headlands  

• Bays  

• Sea stack  

• Impacts of erosion  

• Controlling erosion  

• El Niño  

Summer 1 Ecosystems • Ecosystems and Biomes  

• Layers of the rainforest  

• Adaptations to rainforest  

• Causes and effects of deforestation  

• Conservation   

• Hot deserts  

• Drought  

• Wildfires  

Summer 2 River Systems • Water cycle   

• Drainage basin  

• Fluvial erosion and transportation   

• Waterfalls  
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• Meanders  

• Oxbow lakes  

• Causes and impacts of flooding  

 

 

Year 8 Curriculum Plan 

Term Topic Content 

HT1 Our Economic World (Based on The Almighty 

Dollar)  

The aim of this topic is to introduce students to 

the concept of economy and its different sectors 

and the Clark-Fisher model. Students will also 

learn about the reasons behind China's economic 

success. They will explore the reasons why 

certain products are manufactured in LICs and 

NEEs, and the concept of the informal sector. 

Additionally, they will learn about the power of 

the US dollar and why globalisation has 

accelerated in recent years. Finally, students will 

explore the reasons why up to 75% of Indian 

citizens do not pay tax 

HT2 Globalisation Students will explore the network of global 

connections that unite people and places. The 

central focus is on understanding the significant 

impact of Transnational Corporations (TNCs) on 
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global trade. As technology advances worldwide, 

students uncover the evolution of these 

connections, becoming not only faster but also 

more accessible. The rise of containerisation 

exemplifies the swift acceleration of global trade, 

facilitating rapid product exchange across 

continents. Internet and the pervasive influence 

of social media expedite human connections, 

reshaping societal interactions and 

communication.  

HT3 Development This topic aims to provide students with an 

understanding of development and the measures 

used to assess it, including GNI and HDI. Students 

will learn about a range of development 

indicators and the factors influencing a country's 

level of development, with a specific focus on the 

DRC. They will also explore fair trade as an 

example of reducing the development gap. By 

the end of this topic, students will be able to 

identify LIC, NEE, and HIC countries using 

development data and develop critical thinking 

skills in analysing the complexities of global 

development 

HT4 Plate Tectonics  The aim of this topic is for students to 

understand the structure of the Earth, the theory 

of Continental Drift, and plate tectonics. Students 

will be able to identify different plate boundaries 

and types of plate movements, as well as 
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describe the features of volcanoes and 

earthquakes. They will also learn about the 

benefits and risks of living near a volcano and the 

immediate and long-term responses to natural 

disasters. Students will evaluate the reasons why 

people choose to live near volcanoes and 

understand why some earthquakes are more 

devastating than others.  

HT 5 and 6 Africa is not a country  During this topic, pupils will be asked to 

challenge the perceptions they already have of 

Africa that they have created through engaging in 

cinema, news and society. Pupils will learn about 

economic successes in Africa, through tourism in 

Kenya and the rapidly advancing Nigerian 

economy. We will also explore the challenges 

that still face development in Africa, particularly 

health, historical colonisation and climatic 

 

Year 9 Curriculum Plan 

Term Topic Content 

Autumn 1 Natural Hazards Students need to understand the Earth's 

structure and how we determine the movement 

of tectonic plates. They will expand their 

knowledge of convection currents, delving into 

slab pull and ridge push and understanding why 



 

the best for everyone, the best from everyone. 

these processes cause tectonic plates to move. 

Exploring various earthquakes, students will 

explain their causes and the resulting impacts. 

This knowledge will be applied to compare how 

countries with different levels of wealth 

experience distinct effects from hazards. In 

observance of Black History Month, students will 

examine the shortcomings of the US 

government in effectively preparing for and 

responding to Hurricane Katrina, noting how 

certain communities were disproportionately 

affected by the disaster 

Autumn 2 Cold Environments The purpose of this topic is for students to gain a 

comprehensive understanding of glaciated 

landscapes and the processes that shape them. 

Students will explore the intricacies of mapping 

glaciated areas and delve into the mechanisms 

of glacial erosion and weathering. A specific 

focus will be placed on the formation of corries, 

highlighting their unique characteristics. 

Additionally, students will venture into the 

extreme cold environment of Yakutsk, 

recognised as the coldest city on Earth, and 

examine the characteristics and adaptations 

required to thrive in such harsh conditions. The 

topic will also shed light on the Nenets people 

and their way of life in cold environments. 

Furthermore, students will explore the dynamics 
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of tourism in glaciated landscapes, recognising 

both its opportunities and challenges. Lastly, the 

module will address the threats posed to cold 

environments, fostering an awareness of the 

delicate balance and vulnerability of these 

unique, fragile ecosystems.  

Spring  The Middle East • Location  

• UAE growth  

• Tourism in Dubai  

• Population density  

• Suez Canal Importance  

• Development Inequalities  

• Amazing People  

Summer Manchester • Population change  

• Regeneration  

• Crime  

• Inequalities  

• HS2  

• Salford Quays  
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• Liveability  

• Regeneration  

• Fieldwork   

 

Year 10 Curriculum Plan  

Term Topic Content 

Y10 Autumn 1 Paper 1 Section A: The 

Challenge of Natural Hazards  

Natural hazards:  

• Natural hazards pose 

major risks to people 

and property.  

Tectonic hazards:  

• Earthquakes and 

volcanic eruptions 

are the result of 

physical processes.  

• The effects of, and 

responses to, a 

tectonic hazard vary 

between areas of 
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contrasting levels of 

wealth.  

• Management can 

reduce the effects of 

a tectonic hazard.  

Weather hazards:  

• Global atmospheric 

circulation helps to 

determine patterns 

of weather and 

climate.  

• Tropical storms 

(hurricanes, 

cyclones, typhoons) 

develop because of 

physical conditions.  

• Tropical storms have 

significant effects on 

people and the 

environment.  



 

the best for everyone, the best from everyone. 

• The UK is affected by 

several weather 

hazards.  

• Extreme weather 

events in the UK 

have impacts on 

human activity.  

Climate change:  

• Climate change is 

the result of natural 

and human factors 

and has a range of 

effects.  

Managing climate change 

involves both mitigation 

(reducing causes) and 

adaptation (responding to 

change).  

Y10 Autumn 2 Paper 1 Section B: The living 

world  

Ecosystems:  

• Ecosystems exist at a 

range of scales and 
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involve the 

interaction between 

biotic and abiotic 

components.  

Tropical rainforests:  

• Tropical rainforest 

ecosystems have a 

range of distinctive 

characteristics.  

• Deforestation has 

economic and 

environmental 

impacts.  

• Tropical rainforests 

need to be managed 

to be sustainable.  

Hot deserts:  

• Hot desert 

ecosystems have a 

range of distinctive 

characteristics.  
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• Development of hot 

desert environments 

creates 

opportunities and 

challenges.  

• Areas on the fringe 

of hot deserts are at 

risk of 

desertification.  

  

Y10 Spring 1 Paper 2 Section B: The changing 

economic world; The 

Development Gap  

• There are global 

variations in 

economic 

development and 

quality of life.  

• Various strategies 

exist for reducing 

the global 

development gap.  

Y10 Spring 2 Paper 1 Section C: Coastal 

landscapes in the UK  

UK physical 

landscapes:  
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o The UK has a range 

of diverse 

landscapes.  

Coastal landscapes in 

the UK:  

o The coast is shaped 

by physical 

processes.  

o Distinctive coastal 

landforms are the 

result of rock type, 

structure and 

physical processes.  

Different management 

strategies can be used to 

protect coastlines from the 

effects of physical 

processes.  

Y10 Summer 1 Paper 3 Section B: Ainsdale 

Beach (Physical) and Southport 

(Human) Fieldwork  

Students need to 

undertake two 

geographical enquiries, 
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each of which must 

include the use of 

primary data, collected 

as part of a fieldwork 

exercise. There should 

be a clear link between 

the subject content and 

geographical enquiries, 

and the enquiries can 

be based on any part of 

the content addressed 

in units 3.1 and 3.2.  

 

Y10 Summer 2 Paper 1 Section C: River 

landscapes in the UK  

River landscapes in the 

UK:  

o The shape of river 

valleys changes as 

rivers flow 

downstream.  

o Distinctive fluvial 

landforms result 
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from different 

physical processes.  

Different management 

strategies can be used to 

protect river landscapes 

from the effects of flooding.  

 

 

 

Year 11 Curriculum Plan GCSE  

Term Topics Content 

Y11 Autumn Paper 2 Section B: The changing 

economic world; LIC/NEE Case 

Study, Nigeria  

Case Study, Nigeria:  

Some LICs and NEEs are 

experiencing rapid economic 

development which leads to 

significant social, 

environmental and cultural 

change.  
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Y11 Autumn Paper 2 Section A: Urban issues 

and challenges  

o A growing 

percentage of the 

world’s population 

lives in urban areas.  

• Urban growth 

creates 

opportunities and 

challenges for cities 

in LICs and NEEs.  

o Urban change in 

cities in the UK leads 

to a variety of social, 

economic and 

environmental 

opportunities and 

challenges.  

o Urban sustainability 

requires 

management of 

resources and 

transport.  
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Y11 Spring Paper 2 Section B: The changing 

economic world; Economic 

futures in the UK  

Case Study, UK:  

Major changes in the 

economy of the UK have 

affected, and will continue 

to affect, employment 

patterns and regional 

growth.  

Y11 Spring Section C: The challenge of 

resource management  

Resource management  

• Food, water and 

energy are 

fundamental to 

human 

development.  

o The changing 

demand and 

provision of 

resources in the UK 

create opportunities 

and challenges.  

Energy  
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o Demand for energy 

resources is rising 

globally but supply 

can be insecure, 

which may lead to 

conflict.  

Different strategies can be 

used to increase energy 

supply.  

 

 

 


