
 

the best for everyone, the best from everyone. 

History 

Subject leader: Mr D Pritchard 
 
Curriculum Intent:  
 
"We learn from History that we do not learn from History." Georg Hegel 
 
The History curriculum at Cedar Mount Academy aims to develop students into articulate and confident young historians whilst giving them the ability to 

understand their country, society, and the world around them. CMA’s History curriculum intends to help students understand their place in the world by 

teaching them about events and movements that have shaped the world. However, far from just understanding the present, the curriculum aims to equip 

students with the tools and inspiration to turn them into informed and empowered global citizens. In particular, the curriculum will give students a deep 

knowledge of the peoples that have inhabited and migrated to Britain. Students will learn both how its citizens have helped shape Britain as well as the 

experiences of different groups of people living within the British Empire. 

   The curriculum will equip students with the ability to think critically, weigh up different forms of evidence, and construct arguments. Students need to 

understand how history develops, the reasons for different historical interpretations, and how sources are used and should be analysed. As a result of this, 

students will look at different perspectives of historians, studying voices that have sometimes been left out of history, whilst reaching judgements in both 

their writing and through oracy. Students will study a knowledge-rich curriculum that not only studies key historical events but also the complex historical 

concepts that run through different centuries. For example, students will gain an understanding of empires, revolutions, migration, conquest, and protest 

but also an understanding of how these concepts are not static and have looked differently at various points in History. 

   The curriculum will equip students with the ability to explain change and continuity over time through the study of historical themes such as migration. 

Students will be able to identify and analyse the key causes and consequences of events such as the English Reformation as well as exploring the 

significance of different Civil Rights movements. By tracing these concepts across the key-stages, students at Cedar Mount will be able to discuss trends and 

answer over-arching enquiry questions that draw together their knowledge across multiple topics. 

  It is essential that the curriculum reflects the student body and gives all students, regardless of background the opportunity to achieve their full academic 

potential. It is our belief that a decolonised and inclusive curriculum will help students achieve this by showcasing different identities and histories. 

Ultimately, the knowledge and skills taught through the curriculum will empower students to become active historians who can improve their communities 

and nation. 
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 Where can I visit to help with my learning? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zm3m382 

 This six-part animated series by BBC Teach explores the key events which led up to the Battle of Hastings in 1066 & explains how William the Conqueror 

secured his power. 

 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=RXXDThkJ3Ew 

 This short animation by English Heritage shows how castles developed during the Middle Ages.  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=xNeNPk4D_Ng 

 This short animation by English Heritage shows some of the ingenious methods that were used to attack Medieval castles.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWKTy1NlxZE 

This video by BBC Teach details the events leading up to the signing of one of the most important documents in British history - Magna Carta. 

 https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvsS9mRi0sXb6sm--_-SH9ciODQq3sQuK8Y 

 This series of clips by TV Timelines details what life was like for ordinary people in Medieval times 

What career can studying History lead to? 

• Actor   

• Archivist  

• Banker   

• Civil servant   

• Consultant    

• Editor    

• Entrepreneur  

• Historian  

• Journalist  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zm3m382
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=RXXDThkJ3Ew
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=xNeNPk4D_Ng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWKTy1NlxZE
https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvsS9mRi0sXb6sm--_-SH9ciODQq3sQuK8Y
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• Lawyer  

• Learning support assistant   

• Librarian    

• Novelist  

• Politician   

• Product manager   

• Psychologist  

• Publisher   

• Researcher   

• Social worker   

• Teacher  

  

 

Year 7 Curriculum Plan 

Year 7 History  Curriculum Topics Key Knowledge 

Autumn 1 How have trade, migration, and religion developed 
Britain and the world?  
Who had power in the medieval world? 

How did migration change Britain before 1066? 
Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings 
 
How did the Silk Roads change the world? 
The Silk Roads, trade, plague, religion, empire 
 

Autumn 2 How did the Silk Roads change the world? 
The Silk Roads, trade, plague, religion, empire 
 
Why was Baghdad a significant city? 
Spread of Islam, centre of wisdom, religion, daily life 
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Spring 1 How did the Duke of Normandy become the King of 
England? 
1066 crisis, Stamford Bridge, Hastings 
 
Did the Normans bring trouble? 
Harrying of the North, Castles, Domesday Book, Feudal 
System 
 

Spring 2 Did the Normans bring trouble? 
Harrying of the North, Castles, Domesday Book, Feudal 
System 
 

Summer 1 Who had power in Medieval England? 
Power, women, church, Magna Carta, Wales & Scotland 
 

Summer 2 
 

Why was Mali a significant kingdom? 
Trade, religion, education, empire 
 

 

Year 8 Curriculum Plan  

Year 8 History  Curriculum Topics Key Knowledge 

Autumn 1 How did empires and revolutions transform Britain 
and the world after 1492? 

Where did people live in 1491? What impact did Columbus 
have on the world? 
World empires, Columbus, Columbian Exchange, Spanish 
power 
 
What impact did Columbus have on the world? 
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Autumn  2 English Reformation 
Martin Luther, English Reformation, Dissolution of the 
monasteries, Edward and Mary 
 
Why was Slavery abolished in the British Empire? 
Resistance, Haitian Revolution, Abolition in Britain 
 

Spring 1 Why was Slavery abolished in the British Empire? 
Resistance, Haitian Revolution, Abolition in Britain 
 
What was life like for people living through the Industrial 
Revolution? 
Inc. – Change, working conditions, towns, health, 
Manchester 

Spring 2 What was life like for people living through the Industrial 
Revolution? 
Inc. – Change, working conditions, towns, health, 
Manchester 
 

Summer 1 How did people respond to the British Empire? 
Empire, rebellion, impact, colonization, expansion, trade, voices of 
resistance 
 

Summer 2 How did people respond to the British Empire? 
Empire, rebellion, impact, colonization, expansion, trade, voices of 
resistance 
 
Where did people live in 1900? 
World empires and change/continuity 
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Year 9 Curriculum Plan 

Year 9 History  Curriculum Topics Key Knowledge 

Autumn 1 How did conflict change peoples lives? What made the Great War a ‘total war’? 
Inc. – ‘Total War’, Western Front, diversity on the front 
lines, the Somme,  
 
What made the Great War a ‘total war’? 
Inc. – the Home Front, Civilians at war, demobilisation 
 

Autumn 2 What different stories of the Second World War do we 
tell through monuments? 
Inc.  – Nanjing, memorials to the Blitz, Stalingrad 
 
What different stories of the Second World War do we 
tell through monuments? 
Inc.  – War in the pacific, France, Hiroshima & Nagasaki 
 

Spring 1 How did women & children help to shape the Civil Rights 
movement? 
Inc. – Claudette Colvin, Emmett and Mamie Till, Barbara 
Johns Rosa Parks, Montgomery Bus Boycott, Children’s 
crusade 
 

Spring 2 How and why did the Holocaust happen? 
Inc. – pre-war Jewish life, anti-Semitism, Nazi persecution 
of Jews in Germany, the  British government 
 
How and why did the Holocaust happen? 
Inc. – Ghettos, the camps, resistance, rebuilding lives and 
justice after the Holocaust 
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Summer 1 What was it like to live in Britain in the 20th century? 
 
Inc.  – Women and LGBTQ people in 1900, Windrush, 
Bristol Bus Boycott, the Mangrove nine, 1970s feminism, 
etc 

Summer 2 
 

Conflict in the Middle East 

 

Current Year 10 Curriculum Plan (Class of 2027) 

History Year 10 Topics Key knowledge 

Half Term1 Conflict and Tension: Interwar years 1918-

1939 

Peacemaking/Treaty of Versailles 

Aims of the big three, Treaty of Versailles, 

impact and reaction 

League of Nations 

Formation, successes and failures, 

diplomacy, fall of the league 

 

Half Term2 Conflict and Tension: Interwar years 1918-

1939 
 

League of Nations 

Formation, successes and failures, 
diplomacy, fall of the league 
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Road to War 

Development of tension, 
appeasement, outbreak of war 
 

Half Term 3 Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 

1890-1945 

The Kaiser’s Germany and Weimar Germany 

Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties 
of ruling Germany. Weimar 
Germany, hyperinflation, ‘golden 
age’  
 

Half Term 4 Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 

1890-1945 

Hitler’s rise to power 

Impact of the Depression, failure of 

Weimar democracy, Hitler becomes 

Chancellor, Hitler becomes Dictator 

 

Life in Nazi Germany 

Economic changes, social policy 

(life for women & the youth, 

religion and racial policies) and 

control 
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Current Year 11 Curriculum (Class of 2026) 

Term Topics Content 

1 Germany: Democracy and 
Dictatorship 1890-1945 
 

The Kaiser’s Germany and Weimar 
Germany 
 

 

Half term 5 Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 

1890-1945 

 
 

Life in Nazi Germany 

Economic changes, social policy 
(life for women & the youth, 
religion and racial policies) and 
control 
 

Half term 6 Health and the People: 1000 - present Medicine stands still 

Galen & Hippocrates, Medieval medicine, 

medical progress, Christian and Islamic 

approaches to medicine, public health in the 

Middle Ages 

Beginnings of change 

Renaissance and its impact in England, dealing 

with disease, prevention of disease 
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Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of 
ruling Germany. Weimar Germany, 
hyperinflation, ‘golden age’  
 
Hitler’s rise to power 

Impact of the Depression, failure of 
Weimar democracy, Hitler becomes 
Chancellor, Hitler becomes Dictator 
 
Life in Nazi Germany 

Economic changes, social policy (life 
for women & the youth, religion and 
racial policies) and control 
 

2 Conflict and Tension: Interwar years 
1918-1939 

Peacemaking/Treaty of Versailles 

Aims of the big three, Treaty of Versailles, 

impact and reaction 

League of Nations 

Formation, successes and failures, 
diplomacy, fall of the league 
 
Road to War 

Development of tension, 
appeasement, outbreak of war 
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3 Revision/Exam technique GCSE Exams including Paper 1 
History and Paper 2 History 
 

 


