J Allen - Drama Curriculum Lead

Curriculum Intent: The Drama curriculum aims to engage, inspire, and
empower students to see the world from an artistic perspective whilst
developing their creative potential, practical skills, and confidence.

We want all students to experience the magic, awe, wonder and richness of
Theatre and performance. The study of the Drama Curriculum engages
students in an exploration of the world and humanity, from multiple
perspectives. It will promote active discussion and exploration of a range of
themes and issues in order to promote diversity, equality, and social, moral
and cultural understanding. The Curriculum gives opportunities for all
students to confidently express themselves, their emotions, ideas,
opinions and thoughts in a safe, creative, and collaborative space. Through
a wide range of opportunities and experiences, both inside and outside of
the classroom, students will develop an appreciation of the performing arts
and theatre and grow to understand its value for themselves and for society
as awhole. Our curriculum aims to increase student’s cultural capital
through maximising opportunities and links with the industry through
Theatre visits, careers, partnership projects and access to high quality
extra-curricular activities, especially through performing in school
productions. Students are enabled to empathise with other people’s lives
as an outcome of their learning. Through the exploration of these areas,
students are challenged to gain a deeper understanding of their own
emotions, motivations and actions. At each point in their curriculum
journey, students are immersed in a variety of texts and stimuli taken from
a diverse bank of script writers and creatives.

Through the Curriculum alongside extra-curricular opportunities, students
will develop deep knowledge and understanding of an ambitious, broad
and balanced range of play texts, styles and practitioners, performance
skills, genres and contexts through high quality opportunities to
demonstrate and apply their knowledge and understanding through
Creating, Performing and Responding to Drama:



Creating - working to shape ideas into actions and exploring the
conventions, resources and techniques of Drama with increasing
confidence.

Performing - sharing and presenting practical work that demonstrates
practical understanding of techniques and process of performance.

Responding - Learners reflecting on their own experience of being a part of
the performance process, with also a view to critically respond as an
audience member.

Our long term curriculum content and sequencing aims are:

o To promote confidence and resilience, while developing creativity and
performance skills

o Develop empathy skills and awareness of perspectives, viewpoints and
opinions

o To be able to work effectively by yourself and as part of a group

o To use imagination to explore work practically and have awareness of the
key Drama explorative strategies and performance skills

o Feel comfortable in your own body and develop your self-expression

o To inspire and spark curiosity, conduct wider research and deepen
knowledge

o Promote wider reading including the reading of Dramatic texts with a view
to learning and memorisation

o Proudly share work in a supportive and encouraging environment

o Engage and have fun in a purposeful and meaningful way

o Be able to apply subject specific literacy in speaking and written tasks
o Respect each other and encourage others

o Be creative, have self-discipline and control



Year 7:

Term

Topic

Key knowledge

Half term 1

Introduction to
Drama

In term 1 Year 7 students will begin to understand
how theatre is created. Introduce Drama
strategies and skills through Teacher in Role and
Class in Role. This will enable pupils to develop
confidence in a non-exposed, safe environment.
Students will develop their characterisation skills
through strategies such as Tableaux, mime, hot-
seating, thought-tracking and role-play. They will
be introduced to devised theatre and will develop
their understanding of script work as well as
collaboration skills and audience etiquette.

Half term 2

Evacuees

Students will explore real events from history and
are expected to use empathy to portray more
‘believable’ characters using their
characterisation skills. Set in WW2, students
explore the experiences of evacuees and their
parents / teachers and take part in a variety of
tasks that enables them to imagine and portray
the real lives of those involved. Using history
knowledge and a variety of stimuli, students
devise a variety of scenes portraying the events of
the children who were evacuated. For their
assessment they learn how to interpret and
rehearse a scripted piece focusing on blocking
and use of space and proxemics as well as line
learning and communication of character and
status.

They will further develop characterisation through
stimuli from true events of WW2. Develop their
ability to work in groups and develop
improvisation skills and techniques for devising
short scenes performed in a variety of stage
configurations. Students then explore a script,




where they further develop their vocal and
physical skills.

Half term 3

Theory and
Knowledge

And James and the
Giant Peach

Students will learn the correct terminology for stage
positions and stage types as well as understanding
how a professional theatre functions, including the
many roles and responsibilities involved.

They will understand the theory and knowledge
behind their practical explorations and be able to
articulate and justify their learning. They will
demonstrate this knowledge through a written
assessment.

They will apply their knowledge to explore key
extracts from James and the Giant Peach

Half term 4

Apothecary

Students will explore moral dilemmas through the
story of the Apothecary, where they will be
developing skills in empathy, democratic processes,
decision making, problem solving, debating and
teamwork.

They will increase their understanding of
characterisation through Teacher in Role and Class
in role-based workshops.

They will practice playing a variety of characters
focusing on effective use of vocal and physical skills
to communicate their character and they will
practise their use of space and blocking within
rehearsal and audience awareness during
performance.

They will create their own character as part of a
medieval village where they will apply the
techniques practised previously.

Half term 5

Horror and Mystery

- Darkwood Manor

The second term will introduce students to genre
where setting, mood and atmosphere are
explored as they learn how to build tension and
suspense within the Drama. The story of
‘Darkwood Manor’ (a haunted mansion) is
explored though various tasks where they further
develop their audience awareness as they
consider their intentions and the impact / effect
of these on an audience. They will revisit
techniques learntin term 1 and add more




challenging techniques such as soundscape and
narration as they develop their skills in creating
setting and mood.

Half term 6

Stanislavski and

Monologues

Interpreting script - characterisation, blocking,
proxemics and learning lines. They will learn and
apply Stanislavski techniques such as the given
circumstances, subtext, the ‘magic if’, and
emotion memory to build a character.

Students will develop prior knowledge of creating
successful characters using physical and vocal
performance skills including the use of dramatic
techniques - Tableau, Narration, Thought Track
and mime Understanding of interpreting and
developing a monologue script, in preparation for
performance

Year 8

Half term 1

Inspirational People

In term 1 in year 8 students will explore the lives
of a range of ‘inspiration people’ from history such
as Rosa Parks, Gandhi, and Martin Luther King Jr.
Use process drama to empathise with and
develop believable characters along-side
developing devising skills and script work (sub
text /staging of scene / vocal and physical
expression) Students then link what they have
learnt to their own achievements /ambitions /
beliefs / and write and perform their own ‘| have a
dream’ style monologue for assessment. They will
re-visit and improve on creative and performance
skills developed inyear 7

Half term 2

Style and genre -
Melodrama

e Maskwork/
Commedia Del
Arte

e Pantomime

In term 2, students will re-visit ‘style and genre’ -
focusing on the features and stylistic qualities of
Melodrama, Commedia Dell’ Arte and
Pantomime. They will understand ‘Stock
Characters’ and be able to develop their
characterisation, physical theatre skills and mask
work in an exaggerated and comedic style
through the devising of scenes and scripted
extracts.

Half term 3

Theory and
Knowledge and
Physical Theatre
(Swan Song)

Students will revisit and develop understanding of
the correct terminology for stage positions and
stage types as well as understanding how a
professional theatre functions, including the many
roles and responsibilities involved.

They will apply this knowledge to a short physical
theatre topic where they will use a professional




dance piece (Swan Song) as a stimulus. Here they
will develop specific physical theatre techniques.

Half term 4

Social media -
Devising skills - non
naturalism

In this topic students will explore the theme of
social media through a variety of stimuli such as the
poem ‘look up’ They will re-visit and improve on
creative and performance skills developed in year 8
and will experiment with devising in different styles
including Greek Theatre, Brecht and TIE.

Half term 5
and 6

Brecht and non-
naturalism

Exploration of a play
text - The Terrible fate
of Humpty Dumpty

Term 3 links with preparation for GCSE
components 1 and 3: Develop understanding of
plot/ structure / subtext / characterisation and
meaning is communicated in performance.
Develop analytical skills alongside practical
exploration of contexts, and development of
rehearsal techniques. Rehearse and perform an
extract from the studied play against the GCSE
component 2 criteria: Develop vocal and physical
expression as well as use of configuration, space,
levels, and the use of costume and props, set,
lighting and sound

Year 9

Half term 1

Devising skills -
responding to stimuli

Students will continue to develop and build on
their devising skills using a GCSE style themed
project where they will respond to a variety of
stimuli where they must apply several Drama
strategies in their work. They will apply knowledge
and understanding of Dramatic storytelling
strategies and techniques to communicate
meaning.

Half term 2

Scripted challenge
DNA / Our Day Out

This term links with preparation for GCSE
component 1 and 3: Texts in Practise. Students will
develop understanding of plot / structure / subtext /
characterisation and meaning is communicated in
performance. Develop analytical skills alongside
practical exploration of contexts, and development
of rehearsal techniques. Rehearse and perform an
extract from the studied play against the GCSE
component 2 criteria: Develop vocal and physical
expression as well as use of configuration, space,
levels, and the use of costume and props, set,
lighting and sound. They will study a group extract, a
duologue and a monologue from DNA and Our Day
Out.




Half term 3

Theory and
Knowledge - Live
Theatre review and
Stage Combat

Students will revisit theory topic studied in year 8
Revise terminology and complete written exam.
Develop previously explored physical theatre
techniques using stage combat techniques.

They will also learn how to successfully review a Live
Theatre Performance through developing their
analytical and evaluation skills which is requited for
Component 1 at GCSE.

Half term 4

Devising skills /
Practitioners

Pupils will develop their devising skills and learn
how to respond creatively to a variety of stimuli
inspired by professional theatre practitioners
such as Brecht, Frantic Assembly and
Stanislavski which further develops a wider range
of creative skills that are applied in response to a
variety of different physical stimuli. This allows
pupils to recall and utilise some of the techniques
and approaches they explored in previous years,
whilst learning new approaches to creating
theatre. This topic aims to build on essential skills
linked to GCSE component 2 with a focus on style
and genre.

Half term 5
and 6

Exploration of a play
text - Noughts and
Crosses and Brecht

The final term links with preparation for GCSE
components 1 and 3: Using a GCSE set text,
students will develop understanding of plot /
structure / subtext / characterisation and
meaning is communicated in performance.
Develop analytical skills alongside practical
exploration of contexts, and development of
rehearsal techniques. Rehearse and perform an
extract from the studied play against the GCSE
component 2 criteria: Develop vocal and physical
expression as well as use of configuration, space,
levels, and the use of costume and props, set,
lighting and sound

Year 10




Autumn 1 and
2

AO3,A04:1.
Understanding drama
AO2: 3 Texts in
practice mock

Introduction to GCSE Drama

Component 1: Study of a set text — Blood Brothers
— Rehearse and perform key extracts (comp 3
mock)

Live Theatre review practise (Comp 1)

Theatre Terminology — Roles and responsibilities
in the theatre (Comp 1)

Component 1 is a written exam in which students
are assessed on their knowledge and
understanding of how drama and theatre is
developed and performed (AO3), including in
connection to a set play and on their ability to
analyse and evaluate the live theatre work of
others

Spring 1 and 2

AO1, AO2, A04: 2
Devising drama

Devising skills / techniques / styles preparation
Component 2:

Responding to stimuli

Creating devised group performance

Devising coursework section 1 and 2

Summer 1

AO1, AO2,A04: 2
Devising drama

Component 2:

Complete devised performance exam
Complete section 3 of coursework
Type up Devising log coursework

Year 11

Autumn1and | AO3,A04:1. Re-visit Blood Brothers set text with a focus on
2 Understanding drama | component 1 section of exam questions (AO1)
AO2: 3Texts in Revise section A - Theatre terminology
practice Cast and rehearse Component 3 -2 scripted
extracts

Spring1and2 | AO3,AO4: 1. Continue to practise Sections AB and C of
Understanding drama | component 1 exam
AO2: 3Texts in Section C - Live Theatre review- extended
practice performance | questions
exam Complete component 3 Texts in practise exam

Summer 1 AO3,A04:1. Revision - Practise exam questions for section AB

Understanding drama
- revision

and C of component 1 exam




