Music

Subject leader: Mrs J Caslake

Intent: “Music enhances the education of our children by helping them to make connections and broadening the depth with which they think and feel. If
we are to hope for a society of culturally literate people, music must be a vital part of our children’s education.” (Yo-Yo Ma)

The Music curriculum at CMA is built on a spiral model that ensures students are regularly revisiting instrumental skills and developing them incrementally
over time. At the core of our ambitious curriculum is the opportunity for every student to find and develop their individual musical talents to the full.
Practical musicianship is central to classroom learning, ensuring our students are consistently building skills authentically across the three main musical
pillars of Performance, Listening/Appraising and Composition. Powerful knowledge is led firstly by procedural knowledge through which we support the
development of tacit and declarative knowledge. Our KS3 units are the vehicle through which we consistently revisit practical skills to ensure fluency of
musicianship

The KS3 curriculum map has been carefully considered with regards to both statutory guidance from the National Curriculum and non-statutory guidance
from the Model Music Curriculum and the Ofsted Research Review Series: Music. You will see also in our detailed map that the spiral model of our
curriculum clearly references how students progress over time, building upon prior learning. Complementing our curricular offering is our co-curricular
programme. Rehearsals, performances, workshops, competitions and trips/visits are essential for developing rounded young musicians equipped for music
making in the 21st Century.

What enrichment opportunities are available and how do these support learning?

¢ All students have an opportunity to learn to play an instrument through extra-curricular provision, giving students the opportunity to further enhance
their musicianship

¢ All students are able to develop their musical experience through such extra-curricular clubs as choir and students can apply their curriculum knowledge
whilst exploring music in a wide range of genres from some of the world’s most prolific composers and musicians
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» School productions, allow students to express themselves through several performing arts including acting, singing, and dancing

e Extra-curricular visits to concert performances, shows and places of musical interest in order to further interact with live performance and the history of
classical and popular music from around the world

Where can | visit to help with my learning?

* The Beatles Story Britannia Vaults, Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4AD https://www.beatlesstory.com/

e British Music Experience Cunard Building, Liverpool, L3 1DS https://www.britishmusicexperience.com/

® The Palace Theatre, Manchester 97 Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 6FT https://www.atgtickets.com/venues/palace-theatremanchester/

e The Lowry Pier 8, the quays, Salford, M50 3AZ https://thelowry.com/

¢ YouTube/Spotify Playlists to explore a wide range of genres

¢ BBC iPlayer Documentaries and performances to support curriculum learning

Music Careers: Studying music can lead to a range of exciting careers including:

e Actor

e DJ

e Event Manager

e  Music Producer

e Music Talent Agent

e  Music Teacher

e Music Therapist

e Performer (singer or instrumentalist)
e Sound Engineer

e Sound technician

the best for everyone, the best from everyone.


https://www.beatlesstory.com/
https://www.britishmusicexperience.com/
https://www.atgtickets.com/venues/palace-theatremanchester/
https://thelowry.com/

e Theatre Stage Manager

Year 7 Curriculum Plan

Pupils will learn a three note, conjunct melody
piece (3 Note Rock) and perform this with a
rhythmic accompaniment.

Term Topic Content
1 Rhythm/Pulse/Voice e To be able to read and respond to basic
simple time rhythms at sight.

The focus of this half-term will be to establish o  Perform syncopated rhythms by ear.
prior knowledge and skills developed over the e Understand the importance of pulse
course of KS1/KS2. Focus on pulse and put this as the foundation of musical
into context within different rhythmic ensemble performance.
tasks e.g.call and response, polyrhythm, e Maintain a steady pulse while
composing ostinato, creating their own group performing as an ensemble
polyrhythms, improvising rhythms and reading e  Simple time rhythms (4/4) and note
simple time rhythms to learn a body percussion durations: crotchet. minim
piece in small groups. quaver(s), semibre\;e. '

e Using Ostinato and Repetition to
compose and perform within set
structures.

e How to use their voice properly.
2 Treble clef and melody e Notes of the keyboard and how we find

them.

e How to use the correct fingers when
performing on the keyboard.

e Basic notation — notes of the treble and
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Vocal skills will continue via warm-up activities
and vocalisation of the melody to be performed.

the importance of reading musical shape.
Note values including quavers, crotchets,
minims and crotchet rests (extension
from AT1 now looking at these on the
stave).

How to perform short melodies on my
own and as part of an ensemble.

Instruments of the orchestra

In this unit students will learn about the key
instruments found within the Strings, Woodwind,
Brass and Percussion sections of the orchestra.
They will extend the keyboard skills developed in
AT2 to produce a five-note melody performance
of Ode to Joy by Beethoven. As part of their
understanding of the orchestra and ‘the great
composers’ they will explore the music of
Beethoven and Mozart, using terms from the
musical elements to discuss and describe what
they hear. Vocal work will be developed via
warmups using Ode to Joy.

Notes of the keyboard and how we find
them.

How to use the correct fingers when
performing on the keyboard.

Basic notation — notes of the treble and
the importance of reading musical shape.
Note values including quavers,
crotchets, minims and crotchet rests
(extension from AT1/2).

How to perform short melodies on my
own and as part of an ensemble.
Knowledge of orchestral families
(strings/brass/woodwind/ percussion)
and instrumental timbres within these
families.

Understanding of triad chords — C Major

and G Major
Ukestars How to hold the ukulele and strum
Students will learn about chord progression and patterns.

further develop their ensemble performance
skills to include a class performance that uses
ukulele, keyboard and vocals. Students will learn
to perform ukulele songs that use chords C, G,

Learning chords of C Major, A minor, F
Major and G Major.

Learning chords, A minor and F Major
also on keyboard.
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Am and F. They will learn to read chord diagrams
to develop their understanding of different

Learning typical chord progressions.
Playing chords along with a range of

musical notations. They will have the opportunity popular songs.
to perform as a whole class and as smaller e Playing an instrument and singing simple
ensemble groups to ensure they develop early on parts simultaneously.
skills in practising, rehearsing and using the e Understanding of Major/minor
breakout spaces effectively. tonalities.
5 Intro to Music Technology e How to create a piece of music
using bandlab
Pupils are introduced to Trap music and how to e How to use loops within a basic
use a DAW to compose and arrange a Trap-style strophic structure.
track. e Use appropriate instrumental

sounds and loops to add texture
and structure to their piece of
music.

e Implement texture into their work.

6 African drumming e How to hold and play the drum
e How to produce 3 different drum
This unit is an introduction to African drumming sounds: bass, tone, slap
styles, instruments, rhythmic patterns, and e How to develop and maintain a
ensemble performance. variety of rhythmic patterns

e How to perform polyrhythms and
interlocking parts
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e Call and response techniques

e How to improvise over a steady
beat

e How to learn rhythms by ear,
through imitation and repetition

Year 8 Curriculum Plan

Term

Topic

Content

1

Rhythms and scales from around the world

Pupils will develop an appreciation of Music from
around the world, exploring different cultures
and traditions

1. Playing and Understanding Scales
e Learning Scale Patterns
e Applying Scales in Improvisation and
Composition
e Recognizing Scale Contexts

2. Performing and Understanding Rhythms
e Learning Rhythmic Patterns and Cycles
e Coordinating Polyrhythms and Cross-
Rhythms
e Integrating Rhythms in Ensemble Settings

3. Cultural Performance Practices
e Adopting Style-Specific Techniques
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e Improvisation within Cultural
Frameworks

2 The Blues ¢ Making musical connections via listening
skills and being able to identify the typical
Pupils will understand the historical context and | instruments used in Blues music.
significance of Blues music, including how a Blues | ® Playing triad chords in root position on
band is put together, rhythm section/horn keyboard and using chord knowledge from
section/vocals and the 12-bar blues chord ukulele unit in different context.
progression on ukuleles and/or keyboards
¢ Developing ability to compose via
improvisation.

¢ Reading notation

* Vocal/Keyboard and Ukulele skills

3 Fusion Music Exploring different types of Fusion Music:
Classical and World Music fusions with Pop
This unit has a central performance, looking at (links with prior units and also most recent
Latin American music and the fusion of this with unit on Indian Classical Music).
popular music to create ‘Havana’ which is a eUsing the musical elements to identify
modern fusion piece in the Tango style. features from the combined genres,

understanding how they complement each
other in creating fusion.

eKnowledge of Latin percussion rhythms and
sounds in creating a class ensemble fusion
performance.

e Application of practical and vocal skills
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developed so far within the context of
Fusion music.

* Maintaining an instrumental part within a
mixed ensemble.

¢ Immersion understanding of musical
elements/key features from different genres
by performing a fusion piece.

Video game music

The unit begins by looking at Character Themes
in computer and video game music before pupils
move on to explore ways in which Character
Themes can be developed and changed for
different atmospheres and scenarios within
computer and video games.

How computer and video game music is used to
enhance action/tell the story.

¢ Develop understanding of character motifs in
video games.

eDevelopment of character motifs for different
scenarios

¢ How to compose for various types of
characters incorporating elements of music.

¢ Perform short video game themes and analyse
them.

¢ Knowledge of electronic instruments and
synthesised sounds.

Classical classics

Pupils will learn about the great Composers of
the past, whilst exploring some of the most
famous pieces of music and developing keyboard
skills

e The development of Western classical
music through major composers and
stylistic periods.

e To listen to, analyse, and perform
excerpts of classical music.

e To understand how historical and cultural
contexts influenced composers and their
works.
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o Knowledge of Western Classical Tradition
and the impact of this on the music we
listen to today.

e Compositional devices

Electronic Dance Music

Pupils will learn about technology on music
through Electronic Dance Music. They will learn
how to use a DAW to compose and analyse a
range of songs to explore key features of the
genre.

e Understanding and demonstrating key
features of Electronic Dance Music/EDM:
four to the floor, synthesizers, chord
sequences, repeated patterns,
samples/loops.

e Developments in music technology that
have supported the rise of electronic music.

e Demonstrating transference of skills and
knowledge from previous learning to
support performance/composition, notably
keyboard skills and chords.

e Performing an EDM classic featuring a chord
sequence, bass line, drum beat and melodic

line.
Year 9 Curriculum Plan
Term Topic Content
1 Popular Music ¢ Developing understanding of musical textures

During this unit students perform as a whole
class ensemble, building on instrumental skills
developed over the course of KS3. They will
perform solo riffs and sections from famous Pop

and structure.

¢ Maintaining an instrumental part within a
mixed ensemble.

¢ Developing rhythmic skills.

e Demonstrating skills in performing chords,
melody and rhythm.
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songs, breaking down the key components and
textural layers.

¢ Develop understanding of musical structure
and how harmonic structures and harmonic
rhythm can be used to create different sections
e.g. Intro, Verse, Pre-Chorus, Chorus, Bridge,
Outro.

*Riff as a structural tool.

Grime

Students will explore the social importance of
Grime music, specifically looking at the influence
of Stormzy and his lyrics. An understanding of
scales will be developed via analysis and
exploration of Skepta’s own ‘Skepta scale’.
Students will create their own riffs using this
scale.

eUnderstanding the historical and social context
of Grime music.
eKey features of Grime Music: bpm 140, Rap,
sub-bass, jagged electronic sounds, gritty
depictions of urban life.
¢ Develop understanding of music technology
by exploring synths and electronic sounds.
e Stormzy’s influence on Grime
¢ Composing a Grime beat.
eAwareness of key composers/artists within this
genre

Film music

During this unit, pupils will explore a range of
film music genres, and the compositional
features required to create a specific effect. They
will compose to a given brief and perform some
famous film music.

¢ Understand the development of using music
to enhance Film from early piano
accompaniment to orchestral scoring we hear
today.
¢ Understand that music can enhance a
storyline and is an essential part of Film.
¢ Be able to identify important composers in
Film music and their contributions to Film
Music.
¢ Being able to identify how the elements of
music are used to creatively for specific purpose
in creating moods and emotions in Film
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Reggae

Pupils will develop their ensemble skills by
learning about the impact of Reggae music,
specifically looking at the music of Bob Marley.
Building confidence in musicianship is crucially
important for GCSE preparation.

Understanding the historical context and
significance of Reggae music.

e How a Reggae band is put together, rhythm
section/bass line/hook

¢ How to perform chord progression on
ukuleles and/or keyboards

¢ The off beat syncopated rhythms and drop
beat features of reggae

¢ Performing a reggae ensemble based
around Three Little Birds

¢ Ensemble performance

eAwareness of key composers/artists within
this genre.

eMusical notation develops to include sharps.
eRhythmic knowledge extends to
syncopation

Music Technolgy Composition

Pupils will learn to compose music using music
technology, develop an understanding of musical
structure and elements, and produce an original
track using digital tools.

¢ Knowledge of music technology — loops, one
shot, mute, samples.

* Develop knowledge of alternative notations
e.g. graphic score in creating a plan for the live
composition performance.

¢ Learn about the technological advances in
music and how these have influenced
contemporary music.

¢ Knowledge of launchpad online software using
Novation Launchpad Arcade.
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¢ Develop understanding of both ‘structure’ and
‘texture’ via this unique composition and
performance process

Iconic Songs

Exploring songs that have shaped music history,
understanding their musical elements and
cultural impact, and developing performance and
creative responses.

Explore and understand what makes an iconic
song.

¢ Understand the historical context / background
and meaning of songs and how wider culture and
human experience influence lyrical content and
composition decisions.

¢ Understand how music can have an impact on
political stances.

¢ Continue to develop awareness of chord
progression and harmony within musical
accompaniment.

¢ Develop knowledge on iconic riffs and what
explore what musical ingredients have been used
to ensure even the simplest of riffs last decades
beyond they were first written.

Key Stage 4

At KS4 we have chosen the WJEC Edugas specification as it encourages an integrated approach to the three distinct disciplines of performing, composing
and appraising through four interrelated areas of study. The four AOS are designed to develop knowledge and understanding of music through the study of
a variety of genres and styles in a wider context. The Western Classical Tradition forms the basis of Musical Forms and Devices (area of study 1), and
learners should take the opportunity to explore these forms and devices further in the other three areas of study. Music for Ensemble (area of study 2)
allows learners to look more closely at texture and sonority. Film Music (area of study 3) and Popular Music (area of study 4) provide an opportunity to look

at contrasting styles and genres of music.
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Year 10 Curriculum Plan

Term

Topic

Content

1

A0S2: Music for Ensemble

Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons an
Ensemble Performance

Students will explore different ensembles and musical
styles, in line with the GCSE specification. In this area of
study, learners develop understanding of sonority and
texture, including instrumental and vocal groupings as
appropriate to their context. Through listening to and/or
performing examples from chamber music, musical theatre,
jazz and blues, learners will study texture, including how
composers combine musical lines in a range of textures.

AOS 3: Film Music

Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons.
Component 2: Composing Students will explore the works
of John Williams to develop compositional ideas.
Component 3: Appraising Students will develop their
knowledge of Film Music through revision and further
study.

Scaffolded GCSE Style questions will be introduced for this
AOQS. Learners will develop an understanding of film music
including the use of timbre, tone colour and dynamics for
effect. Through listening to and/or performing examples of
film music learners will study how:
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e composers use musical elements appropriately to
respond to a specific commission

e composers use leitmotifs and thematic transformation to
develop thematic material

e musical features are adopted by composers to create a
mood in descriptive music

¢ performers interpret a composition

e the audience and/or venue affect the performance
and/or composition

e instrumental and/or vocal timbres are used to create
colour/mood

¢ dynamics and contrast are used for the creation of special
effects

* music technology may be used to further enhance
sonority

e minimalistic techniques are used in film music.

AOS 1: Musical Forms & Devices

Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons and
practical tasks centred around Baroque and Badinerie.
Component 3: Appraising Students will develop their
musical theory and understanding of musical elements in
line with the GCSE specification.

Through listening to and/or playing examples of music from
the Western Classical Tradition (1650-1910, Baroque,
Classical and Romantic Era), learners will identify the main
features of binary, ternary, minuet and trio, rondo,
variation and strophic forms, including how composers use
the musical devices to create and develop music. Scaffolded
GCSE Style questions will be introduced for this AOS.
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4 AOS 1: Musical Forms & Devices (Set Work Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons.

Entry Level Analysis) Component 2: Composing. Students will complete short
composition tasks developing skills in using musical devices
within compositions.

Component 3: Appraising

Students will consolidate their musical theory and
understanding of musical elements in line with the GCSE
specification. This will include application of musical
elements and music theory via an entry level overview
analysis of the set work for AOS1 ‘Badinerie’ by J.S Bach.
Scaffolded GCSE Style questions will be introduced for the
Badinerie Set Work.

5 AOS 4: Popular Music Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons and an
Ensemble Performance work of Pop song arrangements.
Component 2: Composing. Students will use their existing
compositional ideas to begin work on their Free
Composition, developing initial ideas that will form the
basis of their formal Free Composition in Y11.
Component 3: Appraising. Students will explore Rock and
Pop Music

Through listening to and/or performing examples of
popular music learners will study how:

e instrumental and synthesised sound is used

e original music may be modified

¢ vocal sounds are used/edited

e instruments and voices are combined

¢ sound is computer-generated and amplified

e software and samplers are utilised.
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Scaffolded GCSE Style questions will be introduced for this
AOS.

AOS 4: Popular Music (Set Work Entry Level
Analysis)

Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons and an
Ensemble Performance work of sections from Africa by
Toto.

Component 1: Performing Instrumental lessons and a solo
performance on their main instrument.

Component 2: Composing. Students will develop and their
Free Composition initial ideas and submit by the end of
term.

Component 3: Appraising. Students will explore different
styles and genres of Popular Music and complete an entry
level analysis of the set work ‘Africa’ by Toto. Scaffolded
GCSE Style questions will be introduced for the Africa Set
Work.

Year 11 Curriculum Plan

Term

Topics

Content

1

AOS 2: Music for
Ensemble

Students will revisit and build
knowledge of Music for Ensemble from
Y10. Building upon knowledge of
sonority, texture and ensemble styles.

AOS 3: Film Music

Students will revisit Film Music with the
focus now being specifically on
approaches to answering the ‘long
answer’ question
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Students will complete exam-
style questions covering a range
of ensembles such as: Musical
Theatre, Chamber Music, Jazz
and Blues and Folk music.
Students will start recording
their solo and/or ensemble
performance coursework —
specific to each student and
their progress at this stage
Students will develop the ideas
generated during Y10 Free
Composition work into their
final coursework submission for
this part of the NEA

Students will explore
approaches to the Film Music
composition brief, released by
Edugas in September of Y11
Students will learn how to
compose a piece of music to a
brief for their coursework (brief
composition) and breakdown a
model composition for the
brief.

Students will also explore the
other briefs offered from
AOS1/2/4 and decide upon the
best fit for them in this
coursework element.
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Students will continue to
prepare their solo and
ensemble performance
coursework.

Students will begin research
and creating chord
progressions/motifs/initial
ideas for their brief
composition NEA.

AOS 1: Musical Forms & °
Devices (Set Work — In
Depth)

Students will explore different
musical forms, including binary,
ternary, variation, strophic and
rondo.

Students will develop their skills
in aurally identifying key
defining features of Baroque,
Classical and Romantic era
music.

Students will know the key
features of their set work,
Badinerie by Bach and will
complete a more in-depth
analysis building on work in
Y10.

Students will record their
ensemble performance
coursework.

Independent work will continue
on the brief composition NEA.
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