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Religious Studies 

Subject leader: Mrs L. Morris 

Intent: 

Our aim is to provide a curriculum that allows all students to feel valued and celebrated because of their culture, religion and identity. We want to develop 
students in to being empathetic and accepting, with a strong sense of right and wrong, who can speak out in support of others. Through exposing students 
to different faiths, beliefs, cultures, injustices and experiences, we hope for our students to exist in society peacefully and show a desire to promote and act 
on anti-discriminatory values.   
  
The curriculum is designed to enable students to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills and behaviours that take them further than their context. The 
substantive knowledge that all pupils need to know, and the procedural knowledge that demonstrate what all pupils’ should be able to do, is designed to 
enable students to become global citizens and impact positively on the world.  
  
The topics have been chosen to ensure that all students have knowledge of the key beliefs, practices and figures of the six main world religions, as well as a 
more in depth knowledge of Christianity. The baseline assessment year on year shows that students’ prior knowledge varies dramatically, depending on 
which primary school they attended and how long they have been living in the UK. Students’ personal faith also impact what they already know about 
religion. To ensure that there are no gaps in students’ knowledge and that all students have the opportunity to be at the same starting points in Y8, they are 
taught about festivals, places of worship, pilgrimage, holy books and key practices, as well as looking at the most influential people in each religion, 
including Abraham/Ibrahim, Jesus/Isa, Muhammad, Guru Nanak and the Buddha. They are also given the opportunity to draw comparisons between the 
beliefs and practices of the six main world religions. Before looking at the six main world beliefs, the first topic challenges students to define religion, 
looking at arguments for and against football or Jediism being ‘real’ religions, as well as exploring other world faiths they may not have previously 
encountered, like Rastafari, and non-religious outlooks, like Humanism.  
  
The curriculum is designed to over time add depth to students’ knowledge and understanding of the six main world religions but also key related themes, 

like Crime and Punishment or Peace and Conflict, where religious views are woven through the content. While also looking at religious beliefs, students are 

encouraged to develop their own opinions in relation to each issue, as well as explore opposing points of view, using evidence and/or religious teachings to 

support their view. Students study the root causes of extremist ideologies, traditional beliefs from the continents of Africa and Asia, and use a sociological 

lens to explore content relating to race, gender and social class. Students are given the opportunity to answer universal questions like ‘why does suffering 

occur?’, ‘why are human rights important?’ and ‘why do religious people commit evil acts in the name of God?’.  
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What resources can my child access for additional support?  

www.youtube.com/missmorrismanc - revision videos for GCSE 

www.quizlet.com/missmorrismanc - key words and sources of wisdom and authority for GCSE 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html - information on GCSE specification and examination  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbndy9q - Christianity resources 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4v7gwx - Islam resources 

 

Careers:  

• Advice worker  
• Archivist  
• Chaplain  
• Charity fundraiser  
• Civil Service administrator  
• Community development worker 
• Counsellor  
• Higher education lecturer  
• International aid/development worker  
• Mediator  
• Newspaper journalist  
• Police officer  
• Primary school teacher  
• Secondary school teacher  

https://www.youtube.com/missmorrismanc
https://www.quizlet.com/missmorrismanc
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbndy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4v7gwx
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• Youth worker  

 

 

 

Year 7 Curriculum Plan 

Term Topic Content 

Autumn 1 What is RS? Why is studying RS important?, What is Religion?, 
Humanism, Traditional African beliefs, Rastafari, 
Paganism, Illuminati.   
 
Use key words appropriately in their written 
work   
  
Explain why it is important for people to study 
Religious Studies   
 
Explain the significance of the Bantu migration 
  
Explain why football or Jediism may or may not 
be considered a religion   
  
Explain the beliefs and practices of Rastafari  

Autumn 2 Key Figures - Abrahamic Religions Adam and Creation, Noah and Faith, Abraham 
and Sacrifice, Moses and Consequence, David 
and Bravery, Muhammad and Revelation.  



 

the best for everyone, the best from everyone. 

  
Explain why the Qur’an is important to Muslims   
  
Explain why it was important that 
Abraham/Ibrahim agreed to sacrifice his son  

Spring 1 Judaism Synagogue, Torah, Jerusalem, Shabbat, Pesach 
and Creation. 
 
Explain why holy books are important to religious 
believers. 
 
Explain the significance of Jerusalem to the 
Abrahamic religions.   

Spring 2 Christianity Church, Bible, Jerusalem, Lourdes, Easter, anti-
racist Christian teachings. 
 
Explain the significance of Lourdes to Roman 
Catholics. 
 
Explain Jesus’ teachings on equality. 

Summer 1 Islam Mosque, Qur’an, Hadith, Makkah, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-
ul-Adha. 
 
Explain the significance of Makkah to Muslims. 
 
Explain the differing reasons behind the 
celebration of Eid. 

Summer 2 Who is Jesus? Explain why the story of Jesus’ birth is important 
to Christians today   
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Explain why Jesus’ miracles are important to 
Christians today   
  
Explain the significance of the Last Supper for 
Christians today   
Explain the significance of the crucifixion and 
resurrection for Christians today  

 

Year 8 Curriculum Plan 

Term Topic Content 

Autumn 1 Rights and Responsibilities Rights of the Child, Amnesty International, 

LGBTQ+ Rights, Civil Rights Movement, Sexism, 

Religious and Disability prejudice.  

Autumn 2 Key Figures – Dharmic religions Trimurti, Rama and Sita, Siddhartha Gautama, 

Guru Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh. 

Spring 1 Hinduism Holi, Mandir, Vedas, Dharma, River Ghanges. 

Spring 2 Buddhism Vesak, Temple, Vihara, Tripitaka, Meditation, 

Bodh Gaya. 

Summer 1 Sikhism Vaisakhi, Gurdwara, Guru Granth Sahib, 5Ks, 

Golden Temple. 

Summer 2 Heroes   Gandhi, Mother Teresa, Dalai Lama, Malcolm X, 

Emmeline Pankhurst, Nelson Mandela and Mary 

Magdalene   
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Year 9 Curriculum Plan 

Term Topic Content 

Autumn 1 Peace and Conflict Peace, Pacifism, Just War, Holy War, Iraq War.  

Autumn 2 Matters of Life and Death Paranormal, Abortion, Euthanasia, 

Reincarnation.  

Spring 1 Critical Race Theory History of British Race Rights, Institutional 

Racism, Blue Eye Brown Eye Experiment, White 

Privilege, Race as a Social Construct 

Spring 2 Society Through Hip Hop Race and Inequality, Treatment of Women, 

Politics and Grime, Black Lives Matter 

mobilisation, Hurricane Katrina.  

Summer 1 Crime and Punishment Theories of Punishment, Criminals, Do Prisons 

Work?, Police in the UK, Capital Punishment, 

Torture.  
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Summer 2 Evil and Suffering 

 

Natural and Moral Evil, Debt in the Global South, 

Problem of Evil and Suffering, Are people born 

evil?  

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 4 

 

Term Topic Content 

Year 10 Autumn 1 Crime and 
Punishment 
(Christianity)  

Justice, Crime, Evil and Suffering, Punishment, Forgiveness, 
Treatment of Criminals, Capital Punishment.  

Year 10 Autumn 2 Christian Beliefs  Trinity, Creation, Incarnation, Last Days of Jesus’ Life, Salvation 
and Atonement, Eschatology, Problem of Evil.  

Year 10 Spring 1 Muslim Beliefs  Six Beliefs of Islam, Five Roots of the Usal ad-Din, Nature of 
Allah, Risalah, Muslim Holy Books, Malaikah, Al-Qadr, Akhirah.  

Year 10 Spring 2 Living the 
Christian life 

Worship, Sacraments, Prayer, Pilgrimage, Celebrations, Future 
of the Church, Local Church, Worldwide Church.  
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Year 10 Summer 1 Living the Muslim 
Life 

Ten Obligatory Acts, Shahadah, Salah, Sawm, Zakah and Khums, 
Hajj, Jihad, Celebrations.  

Year 10 Summer 2 Philosophy Revelation, Visions, Miracles, Religious Experiences, Design 
Argument, Cosmological Argument, Evil and Suffering.  

Year 11 Autumn Peace and 
Conflict 

Peace, Peacemaking, Conflict, Pacifism, Just War, Holy War, 
WMD, Issues Surrounding Conflict.  

Year 11 Spring Equality Human Rights, Equality, Religious Freedom, Prejudice and 
Discrimination, Racial Harmony, Racial Discrimination, Social 
Justice, Wealth and Poverty.  

Year 11 Summer 
Term 

Exam 
preparation 

 

 


