Music development plan summary:
Cedar Mount Academy

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24.
Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from
academic year 2024-25.

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out
how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-
curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the
national plan for music education:

e timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year
for key stages 1 to 3

e access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice

e a school choir or vocal ensemble

e a school ensemble, band or group

e space for rehearsals and individual practice

e atermly school performance

e opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year
and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership
with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the
school with music provision.

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along
with this text box.

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-2026
Date this summary was published September 25
Date this summary will be reviewed September 26
Name of the school music lead Judith Caslake
Name of school leadership team member with Alison Doody
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Greater Manchester Music Hub
Name of other music education organisation(s) Manchester Music Hub
(if partnership in place)



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Key Stage 3
Students receive a 1 hour lesson per week.

Students are exposed to continuous opportunities to perform, compose and listen to
music in a number of styles. All of our schemes of work contain the component
knowledge and composite tasks to help students strengthen their skills in at least one
of these core areas. They are challenged to constantly use vocabulary related to the
musical elements in all the work they do, and to be as creative as possible with their
work in all schemes. They use a very wide variety of methods to produce music,
including voices, instruments and music technology, and are always encouraged to do
so with technical accuracy, fluency and expression appropriate to the style. Appropriate
musical notations are used to help students express their creative intentions. Students
study music from around the world and from numerous time periods and composers
and will analyse these practically and theoretically using skills and routines that are
built upon throughout their Music lessons at CMA. Students deepen their knowledge
and understanding of a wide variety of music from different cultures, and the historical
and social contexts of that music. Students compose and improvise within a range of
musical structures to further their understanding of the genre they are studying, and to
help prepare them for further musical study.

Please see the medium term planning documents for finer details of each scheme of
work.

Key Stage 4
Students receive 5 lessons per fortnight, studying the Edugas GCSE syllabus.

Schemes of work at KS3 are designed to ensure that all students, regardless of their
musical experiences prior to joining CMA, are able to enjoy and thrive within their
musical learning and advance to KS4 study. Skills necessary for both courses are
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embedded continually throughout our KS3 curriculum. All students at KS4 are strongly
encouraged to have instrumental or vocal lessons to help them with the practical work
in the course. These are fully subsidised by the school for all students. Students can
borrow instruments from school free of charge, and are encouraged to use the facilities
within the department before and after school, and during break and lunchtimes to
practice. Students also have dedicated intervention time for support with composition
and mixing/editing work. The KS4 course is enriched with workshops, performances,
concerts, trips etc. to ensure that the students are as engaged as possible with their
work. It also helps them realise that Music does not just happen in a classroom; it
encourages the realisation that music is everywhere and how it is intertwined into our
lives at all levels.

This year, Year 10 pupils will be working with the ‘Ear Opener’ project receiving regular
workshops and feedback on their compositions from Radiohead guitarist Ed O’Brien,
film/TV composer Isobel Waller-Bridge, hip-hop artist Lowkey and award-winning
composer Paul Clark.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Instrumental Lessons:

Both instrumental and vocal lessons are offered to students by the school. Students
are taught by self-employed independent teachers on the school site and staff from
Anthem Tuition. Students in KS3 can have a 20 minute lesson in a small group, moving
to one-to-one lessons in KS4. Lessons are timetabled on a rota so it minimises impact
on other curriculum learning. All lessons are fully subsidised by the school.

We currently offer lessons on:

Drum kit

Electric, Acoustic and Bass Guitar

Piano

Voice

Peripatetic lessons are popular, with waiting lists for all instruments.

Students are encouraged to be entered for external examinations on their instruments
through various exam boards (ABRSM, Trinity, Rock School).

Extra curricular:




The school timetable works with a split lunchtime for different year groups. Therefore,
extra-curricular opportunities are offered after school:

Monday: Senior and Junior Rock bands
Wednesday: Choir and school production rehearsals

There are further performance opportunities for students to participate in, offered by
the Manchester Music Hub during evenings and weekends.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Performance Opportunities:

Students are given the opportunity to perform regularly within the school year within the
school, and in the local community. Regular yearly events include

Christmas Concert
KS4 Recital evening
School Production (Collaboration with the Dance and Drama departments)

This is further supplemented by performances in local care homes, Band on the Wall
with One Education, Bright Futures Performing Arts festival, and Celebration
assemblies.

Concerts and trips:

The above opportunities are further supplemented by visits to see live music
performed. Last years events included regular visits to Gorton Monastery to see
Manchester Camerata and Manchester University final year recitals

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

¢ Increased participation in all extra-curricular opportunities

e Introduce a KS4 Music Technology option

e Further visits to local concert halls, such as the Bridgewater Hall

e Further embed the concept of careers in KS3 and 4, ensuring pupils are
prepared for KS5 opportunities




Development of Student leader roles within Music

Secure additional funding for more peripatetic teachers to meet the demands of
pupil interest

Continue to build on links with Manchester University, Manchester Camerata,
and One Education

Strengthen links with feeder Primary schools through collaborative
performances




