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Homework (Y7 / Y8 / Y9)

• Look, cover, write, check – 
revision

• Sparx Maths

• Bedrock

Duration When?

Mathematics 30 minutes Monday

English 30 minutes Monday

MFL 30 minutes Tuesday

Science 30 minutes Tuesday

Geography / History 30 minutes Wednesday

Dance / Music / PD 30 minutes Wednesday

Computer Science / RS 30 minutes Thursday

Art / DT / Food 30 minutes Thursday
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History knowledge organiser – Year 8 Term 1

Key Term Definition
Empire A group of countries ruled by a single 

person, government or country

Trade to give one thing in exchange for 
another

Capital city A city where a country’s government 
is based.

Knowledge

In 1491 
empires and 
countries…

Across Asia, Africa and Europe traded 
with each other.

Some of these empires shared 
religions, culture and education.

However, in 
1491 some 
empires…

in the Americas or Oceania had no 
contact with the other continents.

there was little knowledge or trade 
between these places.

Key Term Definition
Explorer A person who explores a new or 

unfamiliar area.

Arawaks The native people of the Caribbean.

Voyage A long journey involving travel by 
sea.

Knowledge

Christopher 

Columbus 
sailed across 

the Atlantic 

Ocean 

because…

the King and Queen of Spain 

funded his voyage.

he wanted to convert people to 
Christianity.

he wanted to find a quicker route 
to Asia.

he was promised wealth and fame.

Key Term Definition
Conquest A group of countries ruled by a single 

person, government or country

Hispaniola The name Columbus gave to an 
island in the Caribbean he 
conquered.

Interpretation A way in which someone views and 
understands a historical event.

Knowledge

After 
returning to 

the Caribbean, 

Columbus and 
the Spanish…

enslaved the Arawak population and 
made them look for gold.

were met with resistance by the 
Arawaks who fought back.

brutally treated the Arawaks, 
resulting in Genocide.

Key Term Definition
Columbian 
exchange

The transfer of plants, animals, 
humans, disease and culture between 
the ‘New world’ and ‘Old world’

‘New World’ used to refer to the continents of North 
and South America.

‘Old World’ Used to refer to the continents of 
Africa, Asia and Europe.

Knowledge

During the 
Columbian 
exchange…

the ‘New world’ was impacted by new 
diseases like smallpox and yellow fever 
which killed millions.

During the 
Columbian 

exchange…

the ‘Old world’ benefitted as it received 
new foods as well as huge amounts of 

gold and silver.

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3

Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Key Term Definition
Hernan Cortes conquered the Aztecs.

The Aztecs A native group in Mexico who 

built an empire there.

Colonisation Where an empire takes over and 
controls a country or place.

Knowledge

In 1494 the 
Treaty of 
Tordesillas led 

to…

The Pope allowing Spain and 
Portugal to divide up and 
colonise non-Christian lands 

across the world.

In 1521 Hernan 
Cortes…

conquered the Aztecs capital 
Tenochtitlan on behalf of the 
Spanish Empire.

defeated the Aztecs with the 

help of rival groups and disease.

Key Term Definition
Conquistador A Spanish or Portuguese explorer 

who conquered parts of the 
Americas.

Wealth A large amount of money or 
possessions someone has.

Catholicism A type of Christianity popular in 
European and led by the Pope.

Knowledge

After 1521… explorers/conquistadors conquered 
parts of the Americas for Spain.

Other European empires began to 
grow and colonise the ‘New World’.

In the Spanish 
colonies…

Natives were often enslaved, forced 
to convert to Christianity. They were 
also forced to speak Spanish.
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History knowledge organiser – Year 8 Term 
1Week 7 Week 8 Week 9

Week 10 Week 11 Week 12

Key Term Definition
Mass The central act of Catholic 

worship which was delivered in 
Latin.

Heretics Someone who’s beliefs went 
against the Catholic hurch.

Monasteries Large religious (Catholic) 
buildings where Monks lived- 

they were often very rich and 

powerful institutions.
Knowledge

Between 1536 
and 1541…

Henry VIII dissolved the 
monasteries in England with 
the help of Cromwell.

Henry seized all the land 

belonging to the church.

Key Term Definition
Thomas 
Cromwell

Henry VIII’s chief advisor (1534-
1540) who was responsible for 
the English reformation.

Church of 
England

The English branch of 
Protestantism started by Henry 
VIII. 

Act of 

Supremacy

A law that made Henry VIII the 

head of the Church of England.

Knowledge

The English 
Reformation 
happened 

because…

The Pope refused Henry’s 
divorce.

Henry wanted to control the 
Church’s wealth and land.

Henry would become more 
powerful as leader of the church.

Key Term Definition
The Bible The Holy book in Christianity. The 

Catholic version was in Latin, the 
Protestant version was in the 

language of that country
Stained glass 
window

Decorative windows found in 
Catholic Churches.  These meant 
to glorify the church/ god.

Martyr Someone who is executed for their 
religious beliefs.

Knowledge

The Break 
with Rome 
led to…

Religious divisions that still exist in 
the UK today.

The dissolution of the monasteries

Increased royal power.

Key Term Definition
Reformation A movement in Europe to change 

the Christian Church.

Protestant A Branch of Christianity that 
emerged after 1500 in protest at 
corruption in the Catholic church.

Martin 
Luther

A German (Catholic) Monk who 
wrote a list of complaints against 
the Catholic Church.

Knowledge

The 
Reformation 
started as…

Martin Luther believed Catholics 
was corrupt and misunderstood 
the Bible. 

The 
Reformation 
led to…

Christian denominations breaking 
away from the Catholic Church.

religious wars across Europe.

Key Term Definition
Corruption To misuse your power.

Indulgences An indulgence was a certificate 
sold by the Church that said it 
could forgive someone’s sins.

95 thesis Martin Luther’s list of complaints 

about the Catholic Church- this 
started the Reformation.

Knowledge

By the 1500s, 
the Catholic 
Church…

had become very focused on 
power and money.

owned huge areas of land across 
Europe. 1/3 of all land in England.

The Pope… was seen as the spiritual leader of 
Catholics. He also had political 
power. He controlled great wealth.

Key Term Definition
Henry VIII A Tudor king who ruled England, Wales 

and Ireland. He started the Church of 
England.

Catherine of 

Aragon

Henry VIII’s first wife. She was a Catholic 

who was the mother of Mary I.

Anne 
Boleyn

Henry VIII’s second wife. She was a 
Protestant and mother of Elizabeth I.

Knowledge

Henry VIII 
wanted a 
divorce as…

He wanted a male heir to the throne.

He wanted to marry Anne Boleyn.

Henry VIII 

wanted a 
divorce 

but…

Divorce was not allowed in the Catholic 

Church.

The Pope was loyal to Catherine of 
Aragon’s family.
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Personal Development knowledge organiser – Year 8 – Term 1 – I Matter (PSHE)

Week 7
Natural hazard - A natural event that threatens people or 
has

Week 8 Week 9

Week 10 Week 11 Week 12

Key term Definition 

1 

Assertiveness

a person who is confident and has forceful 

behaviour.

2 Aggressive feelings of anger resulting in hostile or violent 
behaviour.

3 Passive 
behaviour

where a person sacrifices their own 
preferences and needs, so that they can help 
others to meet their preferences and needs.

Core knowledge

4 Being assertive is a) a healthy way of communicating, b) giving 
your opinion and saying how you feel, c) asking for what you 
want or need, and d) disagreeing respectfully.

Key term Definition 

1 Consent permission for something to happen or 
agreement to do something.

Core knowledge

2 Giving consent looks like: a) eye contact, b) talking to you, c) 
saying ‘yes I want to’, d) smiling, e) being relaxed, f) the person is 
happy.
3 Being uncertain looks like: a) silence, b) looking away, c) 
looking at floor, d) being shy, e) suggesting alternatives, f) not 
responding, g) seeming unsure.
4 Not giving consent looks like: a) saying no, b) silence, c) 
pushing someone away, d) crying, e) backing away, f) being 
tense.

Key term Definition 

1 Risk involves uncertainty about the 
effects/implications of an activity. The 
possibility of something bad happening.

Core knowledge

3 People may use drugs/alcohol because of a) peer 
pressure, b) stress, c) escapism, d) addiction.

Key term Definition 

1 FGM (Female 
Genital Mutilation)

the cutting or removal of some or 
all of the vulva for non-medical 
reasons.

Core knowledge

2 Consequences of FGM include a) it being painful for 
women throughout their life, b) making it hard to go to 
the toilet, c) possibly making it difficult to have a baby.
3 FGM is illegal.
4 FGM usually a) happens to girls between the ages of 5-
13 years old, b) is performed by older women in the 
community who are known as the ‘Circumciser’, c) 
happens without sterilised equipment or anaesthetics, d) 
is not carried out by a properly trained medical 
professional.

Key term Definition 

1 Productive doing or achieving a lot.

Core knowledge

2 Good sleeping habits a) improve productivity, 
concentration, learning and memory, b) boost immunity, 
c) help maintain a healthy weight, d) help you rest, 
recover and grow.  
4 To improve your sleeping habits a) keep a regular 
bedtime and waking time (even at weekends), b) wind 
down before going to bed by reading a book or something 
relaxing (not scrolling on your phone).

Key term Definition 

1 Gender a group of people who share particular 
qualities or ways of behaving which that 
society associates with being male, female, 
or another identity.

2 Sexual 
orientation

a person's identity in relation to the gender 
or genders to which they are sexually 
attracted e.g. homosexual, heterosexual, 
bi-sexual etc.

3 Sex 
assigned at 
birth

the sex (male, female, or intersex) that is 
assigned to a baby at birth, usually based 
on the appearance of their external 
genitalia.
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Religious Studies knowledge organiser – Year 8 – Term 1 – Rights and Responsibilities

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 

Week 4 - BHM Week 5 Week 6 

Key term Definition 

1 Human 
rights

the basic rights that all people should 
have.

2 Declaration a statement or announcement.

Core knowledge

3 The United Nations came up of a list of 30 human rights 
which are called the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, including the right to a) education, b) healthcare, c) 
shelter and d) life.
4 The UN set up Convention on the Rights of the Child to 
ensure that certain rights were given to children.

Key term Definition 

1 Prisoner of 
conscience

someone kept in prison because their 
political or religious beliefs are different 
from those of the government

Core knowledge

2 Amnesty International is a global organisation that 
campaigns and fights for human rights to be applied to all 
people. They do this through a) researchers finding out 
where people are being denied their human rights and b) 
they encourage their members and the world’s media to 
put pressure on the wrongdoers to change.
3 “Everyone is free and we should all be treated in the 
same way.” - Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Key term Definition 

1 LGBTQ+ lesbian, gay bi-sexual, transgender, 
queer and sexual minorities.

2 Homophobic not liking someone and treating them 
differently because they are 
homosexual.

Core knowledge

3 Stonewall is a LGBTQ+ rights charity in the UK which 
tries to raise awareness and make changes to ensure that 
all people are treated equally.
4 It is important that the rights of LGBTQ+ people are 
protected because all people are equal, regardless of their 
sexuality, therefore everyone should be treated the same. 

Key term Definition 

1 Civil rights the rights of citizens to political and social 
freedom and equality.

2 Apartheid the separating of people in South Africa 
and discriminating against people 
because of their race.

3 Institutional 
racism

when rules or systems in schools, 
workplaces, court rooms, hospitals or 
government treat people unfairly 
because of their race, even if no one 
means to be racist.

Key term Definition 

1 Sexism prejudice, stereotyping, or discrimination, 
usually against women, based on sex.

2 Misogyny hating women/girls and treating them 
badly just because they are female.

3 Sexual 
harassment

any unwanted sexual behaviour that 
makes someone feel upset, scared, 
offended or humiliated, or is meant to 
make them feel that way.

4 Sexual 
assault

when someone intentionally touches 
another person in a sexual manner, 
without that person's consent.

Key term Definition 

1 Religious 
pluralism

a member of any of the groups of people 
who first lived in Australia.

2 Secularism not connected with religion. Religion is 
not be involved in the running of the 
country or education.

3 Ableism discrimination in favour of able-bodied 
people.

Core knowledge

4 "There is no compulsion in religion.” – Qur’an
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Religious Studies knowledge organiser – Year 8 – Term 1 – Dharmic religions: Key figures

Week 7 Week 8 Week 9

Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

Key term Definition 

1 Dharmic 
religions

Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism.

2 Brahman The one God.

Core knowledge

3The three most important gods (the trimurti) are called 
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva.
4 Brahma is the creator of the universe. He has four heads 
(represents the four vedas), holds a book (representing 
knowledge) and holds a water pot (represents energy).

Key term Definition 

1 Trimurti The three most important gods 

Core knowledge

2 Vishnu is the protector of the universe. When the earth 
is in trouble, it is Vishnu’s job to return and balance 
good/evil. He has snakes behind his head, holds a conch 
and holds a mace.
3 Shiva is the destroyer of the universe and can use his 
powers of destruction and recreation in a positive way to 
bring about change. He wears a cobra necklace, has a 
trident and has a third eye.

Key term Definition 

1 Guru a religious teacher.

2 Equality having the same rights and 
opportunities as everyone else.

Core knowledge

3 Guru Nanak was born into a Hindu family. His friends 
weren’t allowed to go to school because they were 
Muslim. 
4 Nanak disappeared for three days. Afterwards he 
devoted his life to teaching others about religion. One of 
his most famous teachings is that the ‘untouchables’ 
(people who were poor, ill or of a lower class) were all 
made by God and therefore, should be treated equally.

Key term Definition 

1 Meditation: focussing your mind for religious or 
spiritual reasons or as a way of relaxing.

2 Apartheid the separating of people in South Africa 
and discriminating against people 
because of their race.

3 Institutional 
racism

when rules or systems in schools, 
workplaces, court rooms, hospitals or 
government treat people unfairly 
because of their race, even if no one 
means to be racist.

Key term Definition 

1 Meditation focussing your mind for religious or 
spiritual reasons or as a way of 
relaxing.

2 Enlightenment a final spiritual state where the person 
doesn’t desire (want) anything and 
feels no suffering

Key term Definition 

1 Ramayana a poem which describes the life of Rama 
and his wife Sita.

2 Diwali Festival of lights – a celebration that 
marks the return of Rama and Sita

Core knowledge

3 Diwali is five day festival that a) honours Lakshmi, the 
goddess of wealth and b) celebrates Rama and Sita 
returning home after fourteen years of exile. 

Core knowledge

3 Siddhartha’s father protected him from seeing things 
that might upset him. On a visit through town he 
witnessed the Four Sights for the first time: a) old age, b) 
sickness, c) death and a d) seeker (someone who was 
looking for the cause of human suffering). 25
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Retrieval Quiz week 2
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20

32



Retrieval Quiz week 3
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20
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Retrieval Quiz week 4
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20
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Retrieval Quiz week 5
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20
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Retrieval Quiz week 6
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20
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Retrieval Quiz week 7
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20

3
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Retrieval Quiz week 8
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20
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Retrieval Quiz week 9
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20
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Retrieval Quiz week 10
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20

40



Retrieval Quiz week 11
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20

41



Retrieval Quiz week 12
This week's  score :

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

20

42
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