
 
Consultation on the proposal to add a Specialist Provision at Cedar Mount 
Academy 
 
Parents, carers and stakeholders are being invited to take part in a consultation on the 
proposal to add Specialist Provision to Cedar Mount Academy, part of Bright Futures 
Educational Trust. 
 
Manchester City Council has a statutory duty to provide each child in its area with an 
appropriate school place. There is an identified need within Manchester for places 
for children with Special Educational Needs. This proposal is aligned with the 
Government national ambitions for inclusion and SEND and supports the delivery of 
those ambitions. 
 
We are working with Manchester City Council to ensure a period of consultation on 
these plans to provide Specialist Provision at Cedar Mount Academy, which will meet 
the needs of up to 40 children/young people with an Education, Health and Care Plan. 
 
Deadline: All responses must be received by 5pm 18th April 2026 
 
consultation@bright-futures.co.uk 
 
Proposals  
 

- What changes are we proposing? 
The proposal is to create added capacity for Manchester pupils with SEND 
through the provision of a specialist structured learning environment that 
effectively meets the needs of pupils in KS3 & 4.  
All pupils will have an Education, Health and Care Plan with the primary need 
identified as cognition & learning within the Code of Practice and specifically as 
Severe/Moderate Learning Difficulties (S/MLD) and/or Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). The provision would be based within the existing school 
premises in a standalone building, adjacent to the school building.  
 

 
- Why are we proposing these changes? 

We are a truly inclusive school and this proposal aligns with our vision and 
values as a school, and as a trust. Like many areas across the country, 
Manchester is under growing pressure to accommodate the rising number of 
children with Special Educational Needs. At Cedar Mount Academy, we are well 
placed to respond to the increasing demand, not only as we have access to an 
established Ofsted-rated outstanding provision onsite (Melland High School) 
and within our Trust (The Orchards and Marton Primary Academy and Nursery). 
We also plan to mirror the success of the recently established resource 
provision at Rushbrook Primary Academy, who have received much positive 
praise for their newly established ‘The Hive’. Both Melland High School and 
Rushbrook Primary Academy have provided support, experience and expertise 
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as part of the planning process for this provision and will continue to do so. 
Given that, across the Trust, we have considerable existing staff expertise in 
school and SEND leadership; highly effective SENDCos and our own trust 
Educational Psychology Team, there is much capacity to drive this 
provision and ensure its success. We also have capacity within the school site 
of a building that is suitable for adaptation and expansion.   
 
We know that establishments  within the locality are reaching capacity. By 
creating a specialist provision within Cedar Mount Academy, working in close 
partnership with Manchester LA/ City Council, we will help to help reduce the 
pressure of this demand whilst providing a high quality, bespoke provision that 
meets the needs of children/young people with the identified SEND needs 
matching our entry criteria to ensure a strong provision that mees the individual 
needs of each pupil.  

 
- How will this affect pupils at the school? 

Although pupils within the provision will access a highly tailored curriculum 
designed to meet their individual needs, they will remain active and valued 
members of the Cedar Mount community. Pupils in the provision will have 
regular opportunities to learn, develop, socialise and participate in the wider life 
of the school alongside their peers, including enrichment opportunities, while 
also benefiting from a flexible curriculum pathway that responds to their 
individual strengths and needs.  

 
This provision will be fully inclusive and integrated within the life of the school. 
Its presence will enhance the experience of current mainstream pupils by 
creating increased opportunities for meaningful interaction and the 
development of positive relationships. Through everyday experiences within an 
inclusive school environment, pupils will develop a deeper understanding of 
difference, empathy and mutual respect, helping to reinforce an already 
supportive and respectful school culture. In turn, this will enrich the learning 
environment for all pupils and help prepare them for life in a diverse and 
inclusive society. 
 
A clear and consistent entry and exit criteria to the provision has been identified. 
All pupils referred to the provision will be in receipt of an EHCP with places 
commissioned by Manchester LA in consultation with the Principal, SENDCo & 
specialist teaching staff.  

 
- How will this affect colleagues? 

The provision will offer existing colleagues the opportunity to further develop 
their skills through high-quality training and ongoing support from Melland High 
School, the Educational Psychology Team and the CMA SENDCo. While a 
specialist team will lead the provision, mainstream staff may also work with 



these pupils during planned inclusion opportunities, supported by experienced 
colleagues and external partners.  
Overall, the provision will enhance staff confidence, strengthen inclusive 
practice across the school and provide additional expertise and resources for 
everyone working at Cedar Mount Academy. 
 

- How will this affect the local community? 
Our vision is to create a bespoke, high-quality provision for pupils in this 
community, enabling some of the most vulnerable pupils across 
Manchester access to a high-quality bespoke curriculum enabling them 
to make progress and develop strong social and community relationships. This 
provision will equip our pupils with the tools to achieve success 
and gain enjoyment in their lives and make a positive contribution to the 
Manchester community, and beyond. 
 

- Will there be changes to the school building? 
The provision would be based within the existing school premises, in a 
suitable building adjacent to the main school building. Although this building is 
in good condition and is structurally sound, there will need to be some 
investment to make this fit for purpose to create a space that will best support 
and meet the needs of all pupils who attend. The physical environment will be 
designed to meet the needs of pupils to reduce anxiety and support inclusion 
into school. This may include low stimulus classrooms and nurturing 
spaces which include 1:1 work areas and a variety of safe spaces. 
 
Large classroom spaces appropriately designed and resourced to meet the 
needs of all pupils will be utilised and spacing will be similar in size to main 
classroom areas, although class size will be smaller. An outside area will be 
separate from the main school and attached to the specialist class spaces to 
allow for outdoor classroom learning. It will be advantageous to have access to 
a sensory space (both inside and out) and smaller spaces for lunch and break 
time available but also to have access to the mainstream site when appropriate. 
We will need to review the dining space in the main building (currently serving 
both Cedar Mount Academy and Melland High School) to accommodate this 
provision in order to provide opportunities for pupils where appropriate to 
integrate with the wider Cedar Mount community. A small work room for 
individual counselling/additional therapies to take place is also being 
considered.  

 
- Why are we consulting on these proposals? 

We are following the statutory process required when making any changes to 
a school. We are now entering the consultation stage and are inviting views on 
the proposal from pupils, parents, carers, colleagues, local schools and the 
local community. 



- What happens if the proposals are rejected? 
If a decision is taken that this specialist provision should not be added to Cedar 
Mount Academy then the Council’s ability to effectively meet the needs of this 
vulnerable group of pupils will be diminished. 
The Council would need to reconsider how these additional places could be 
provided elsewhere, which would likely mean that pupils could be: 
 
- placed in a provision that is unable to meet their needs. 
- would need to travel out of area for an appropriate provision which could cause 
distress and further expense.  

 
Have your say 
 

- How you can respond to this consultation 
 
Write to: 
Bright Futures Educational Trust 
The Hub 
144 Irlam Road 
Flixton 
Manchester 
M41 6NA 
 
or email your comments to: 
consultation@bright-futures.co.uk 
 
Hard copies of this consultation, along with large print versions and translations 
into other languages, are available on request to the above address. 

 
- Deadline for responses 

 
All responses must be received by 5pm 18th April 2026 

 
- Consultees 

 
Consultees include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Pupils, parents, carers and staff of Cedar Mount Academy 
• Governing Body of Cedar Mount Academy  

 
 
Mr S Garvey 
Principal  
Cedar Mount Academy  


